
 

 



 

 
Schneider’s Sweet Shop owners Kelly Schneider Morgan and Tim Morgan. Photo provided | Strategic Advisers, LLC 

Ten percent of proceeds from the sale of the 85 Ale will be donated to the Boys & Girls Club of 
Cincinnati. “The community means everything to us,” Kelly Morgan, third-generation owner of 
Schneider’s Sweet Shop, said in a press release. “Carrying on 85 years of Schneider family history and 
sweet traditions is something we’re very proud of.” The tapping party at Barleycorn’s Brewhouse will kick 
off the larger celebration, which continues with Schneider’s 85th anniversary block party on Saturday, 
Sept. 21, from noon to 5 p.m. in Bellevue.  “We are honored to work with Schneider’s Sweet Shop, a 
local legend that has brought joy to so many families over the years,” Jay Shelton, CEO of Barleycorn’s 
Brewhouse said in the release. “This partnership is a perfect way to celebrate our shared commitment 
to quality and community.” 
Ice ball inspired beer crafted for Schneider’s 85th anniversary 
In celebration of Schneider’s Sweet Shop’s 85th anniversary and Barleycorn’s 50th, the two combined 
forces to craft a beer inspired by Schneider’s cherry ice ball. Barleycorn’s brewmaster, Shane Trego, 
created this limited-edition brew, “Schneider’s 85th Anniversary Ale.” became available for the first time 
at a tapping party on Sept. 16 at 6 p.m. at Barleycorn’s Brewhouse in Wilder. 
 



Great Crescent Is Closed, but Has Not Failed 
Written By: The Gnarly Gnome Photography By: The Gnarly Gnome 9/16/25 

 
As I’m writing this, I’m sitting at a four-top table in one of Cincinnati’s oldest craft breweries. Still, most folks in the city 
aren’t aware of their history, and unfortunately, some of them probably won’t until after Great Crescent Brewery closes its 
doors for good at the end of business today. Back in 2008, when the Valas family first opened their brewery in a small 
storefront in Aurora, Indiana, the brewery looked a little different than it does today. They’re wrapping up a 16-year run as a 
small business that brought tourism to their small town and also gave locals a place they could call their own. It’s easy to 
look at this from the outside in and shout doom and gloom for the craft beer industry; it’s easy to say that Great Crescent is 
the next in line of a group of breweries in the United States that have “failed” as the craft beer industry faces an uncertain 
future – but… then again, it’s easy to be wrong. 
The History 
I’m trying to recollect every visit that I’ve made to Great Crescent over the years – which, while certainly isn’t as much as 
some of the breweries that are close to home for me – is still far too numerous to actually do. Every time the door squeaks 
with a new person walking into the brewpub for lunch and a couple of beers (or maybe to join the line to give Dan and Lani 
a hug and heartfelt thank you), it snaps me out of my daydream and reminds me that this is the perfect example of a place 
that did things their way. that’s not always an easy road. 
When they moved into their current location in 2008, they did so with a much bigger brewhouse, scaling up to 10 barrels 
and adding a canning line, which was later replaced with a larger line. The standard model at the time was to get your beer 
out of your doors and into the hands of as many people as possible. 
They expanded their distribution footprint into Ohio and Kentucky… they wowed beer drinkers with staples like their Cherry 
Ale and their Coconut Porter. They did what the market and their peers said you’re supposed to do. Then, in 2015, they 
realized that they were missing the point entirely… They pulled back on all their distribution, they refocused on their 
hometown… and they became even more of a destination for those of us who had fallen in love with what they were doing. 

 



 
Who They Are, And Why They Succeeded 
While I wasn’t a regular at Great Crescent, and I certainly can’t pretend to know the Valas’ as deeply as a lot of other folks 
clearly did, I was lucky enough to sit down with Dan and record an episode of Cincy Brewcast back in 2016 right as they 
were rediscovering themselves. I got a clear picture then, and in every subsequent conversation I had with Dan that 
success didn’t lie in trying to grow bigger or trying to sell more beer than some other place they compared themselves to. It 
was evident that the success of Great Crescent was all about their neighborhood and their community. It was about 
making a space where people could show up for lunch or dinner, grab a beer or three… and leave calling it theirs. Great 
Crescent succeeded in a way that a lot of United States craft breweries will never even understand, let alone achieve. 
So, Why Close? 
If you missed their social media post, instead of putting it in my own words – here’s the statement from Great Crescent: 
A Message from Dan, Lani and Joe – Sunday, September 15 is our last day of operations for Great Crescent Brewery. We are 
truly grateful for the support of our customers, community, Main Street and the City of Aurora through the past 16 years – 
we don’t know where all the time went. You know that we try to keep social media posts limited to business and keep our 
personal lives as far apart from it is we can. In this case though, we think it would be unfair to those who have supported us 
throughout the years to not communicate why we are closing without notice. 
We are very fortunate to be in a position that we can decide when to say we want to move on, which isn’t something 
afforded to every business – large and small. We could have kept the brewery open, but we decided a new project is in 
order. More on that later in this message. We had a plan to go through to the end of the year and retire. But sometimes 
things don’t go as planned and the timeline gets moved. During the past few months Dan had been working through what 
he believed was a minor medical problem, but in a short period of time it bloomed into cancer. If you have any experience 
with cancer, you likely know that once it enters your life, it takes charge until it can be eliminated. 
Dan has the support of our family and a very skilled team at UC that, together, we are mapping out the road to getting him 
back to health. There was no clear answer on what generated the cancer. The only option for this cancer is surgery, and he 
has already started the process of getting ready. Without going into too much information we decided as a family we 
couldn’t run the brewery and get through the surgery and recovery, which is an extensive amount of time.  
As for the future – the need for a small grocery store to serve the community became evident after Tandy’s left Aurora. We 
have a new store planned in the brewery building along Mechanic Street. We are looking forward to seeing you at the 
Aurora Marketplace in early 2025. Thank You and remember – “Good Things Happen in Aurora”. 
Great Crescent has had plans to retire—and that’s okay. It’s miserable that plans were changed and expedited by a 
personal illness, but it’s so far from a failure that I literally want to shake people when I hear them talk about it like it is. 
This was extremely evident to me as I’ve been spending my afternoon in the taproom. It’s not full of folks walking in, 
somber, talking amongst themselves about how they should have visited more or worrying about where they’ll go now. 
Great Crescent was full of smiles, full of hugs, and full of warm gratitude for what this place meant to a community.  
Where We Go from Here 
The space will get a new small grocery store in early 2025. Dan will get through his illness thanks to the love and prayers of 
all the folks around him. People will find new places to gather and have a drink. The world will continue. I hope, from a very 
deep place in my soul, that as places like this close, as people retire, as God forbid a place you love is sold… everyone in 
the future learns from it. I hope that every new place that opens takes a piece of places like Great Crescent and forces it to 
become a core piece of who they are. What’s your measure of success? Are you living up to it, and if not… I think it’s time 
you do. To the Valas’ family – thank you. We’re all thinking about you and know that you’ll get through this. Your brewery 
was a core piece of what made Cincinnati Beer special, and there will never be another place that replaces Great Crescent 
in the same way. It’s sad, but it’s also a wonderful piece of how Cincinnati Beer got here, and that’s something I know I’ll 
cherish for a very long time. 

Be Gnarly, and F Cancer. 

https://thegnarlygnome.com/2016/10/vol-02-episode-30-live-from-great-crescent-in-aurora/


Esoteric Brewing Presents 

 

 
Welcome to this week’s edition of the Crafting 

Community Weekly Newsletter, where we bring you the 
latest updates, events, and special releases from 

Esoteric Brewing. Here’s what’s brewing this week: 
NEW Beer Drop Alert! 

Introducing Esoteric Arcane, an amber beer that 
strikes a harmony between rich malt flavors and a 

delicate caramel finish. Its smooth and well-rounded 
taste make it both approachable and intriguing. Get 

it Friday, 9/20 on draft in the taproom! 
Snag Your German Fest Packs Before They're Gone! 

Don’t miss out— Score Your German Fest Packs 
Before They're Gone! For just $25, you'll get a bundle of 

Esoteric’s finest German brews and a sturdy stein to 
enjoy each & every last drop. Swing by the taproom 
before supplies runs out or order online for pick up! 

 

 

 



Ohio Pint Day Tuesday September 24th., 2024 

 

 

Ohio’s small and independent breweries are gearing up for the fifth annual Ohio Pint Day. It will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, 2024. Starting that day, more than 180 breweries across the state will offer this year’s limited edition, 
collectible pint glass. It’s a fundraiser for the non-profit... Have you made a plan to get your 2024 Ohio Pint Day glass? 
More than 180 breweries all over the state will be offering this year's collectible pint glass starting Tuesday, Sept. 24. 
Demand for these glasses is always high: many breweries sell out within hours of putting them up for sale! Head over 
to ohiocraftbeer.org/ohiopintday to see what breweries near you will have glassware and make a plan to get yours. 
Take the day off work... you deserve it! Don't forget: if you use the Ohio On Tap passport app, you can get a bonus 
stamp when you get your glass! Get all the details here. Cheers!                          

Greater Cincinnati Participating Breweries 
Bad Tom Smith Brewing, Bocce Brewing Company, BrewDog Cincinnati, Brink 
Brewing Co., Fifty West Brewing, Fretboard Brewing Co. (Blue Ash), Fretboard 
Brewing Co. (Norwood), HighGrain Brewing, Little Miami Brewing Company 
March First Brewing (Blue Ash), March First Brewing (Fountain Square), MPH 
Brewing, Nine Giant Brewing, Rhinegeist Brewery, Streetside Brewery, Taft’s Brewing 
Co., Third Eye Brewing (Sharonville), Urban Artifact, Wandering Monsters Brewing, 
West Side Brewing, Woodburn Brewing 

 

https://ohiocraftbeer.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd1e0b9163d3c76c3e151d9d7&id=c8ea4922a3&e=b3c2ca74ff
https://ohiocraftbeer.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd1e0b9163d3c76c3e151d9d7&id=5aa7a18885&e=b3c2ca74ff
https://ohiocraftbeer.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd1e0b9163d3c76c3e151d9d7&id=abd9952db9&e=b3c2ca74ff
https://ohiocraftbeer.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bd1e0b9163d3c76c3e151d9d7&id=d1febaa2c2&e=b3c2ca74ff
https://badtomsmithbrewing.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BocceBrewingCompany/
https://drink.brewdog.com/usa/cincinnati
https://www.brinkbrewing.com/
https://www.brinkbrewing.com/
https://fiftywestbrew.com/
https://www.fretboardbrewing.com/
https://www.fretboardbrewing.com/norwood
https://www.fretboardbrewing.com/norwood
https://www.highgrainbrewing.com/
https://www.littlemiamibrewing.com/
https://www.marchfirstbrewing.com/
https://www.marchfirstbrewing.com/
https://mphbrew.com/
https://mphbrew.com/
https://www.ninegiant.com/
https://rhinegeist.com/
https://www.streetsidebrewery.com/
https://ohiocraftbeer.org/ohiopintday/Taft%E2%80%99s%20Brewing%20Co.
https://ohiocraftbeer.org/ohiopintday/Taft%E2%80%99s%20Brewing%20Co.
https://thirdeyebrewingco.com/
https://artifactbeer.com/
https://wanderingmonstersbeer.com/
https://westsidebrewing.com/
https://www.woodburnbrewing.com/


 

 

Join us for the Inaugural HighGrain Brentwood Oktoberfest on Sept 28! 
Bring the whole family for a day of celebrating the Oktoberfest 
way…beer stein specials, HighGrain food specials, Live Music, and 
games. Additionally, Springfield Township’s ArtsConnect and the Powel 
Crosley YMCA will be sponsoring a kid’s area with crafts and activities. 


