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CAL-MAINE FOODS ISSUES RESPONSE TO ANIMAL RIGHTS GROUP IN FLORIDA 
 
JACKSON, Miss. (January 16, 2018)   Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. (NASDAQ: CALM) today issued the 
following statement in response to a staged video released by Animal Recovery Mission (ARM), 
involving a Cal-Maine Foods employee and the treatment of laying hens at the Company’s Lake Wales, 
Florida, location:   
 

Cal-Maine Foods is an industry leader in accepting and implementing animal welfare measures.  
All of the Company’s eggs are produced in accordance with United Egg Producers (UEP) animal care 
guidelines.  Each employee involved in the care and handling of hens is required to review, sign and 
comply with the Company’s code of conduct regarding the ethical treatment of hens, which also requires 
employees to report any possible violations.  The ARM video was taken by a former employee acting 
as an undercover activist, and he chose to disregard required farm procedures as part of his intent to 
misrepresent our efforts to provide proper care for our hens.  The employee’s job included identifying 
and addressing the type of issues shown on the video, and he failed to meet his job requirements.  The 
video depicts another employee deliberately mistreating a hen, and that employee was immediately 
terminated.  Once the video was presented to us, we cooperated with the local sheriff’s department and 
officials from the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services in their investigation, and 
we provided them access to the Lake Wales facility.  They reported they did not find comparable 
conditions to what was shown on the video.  We believe that this was an isolated incident and does not 
reflect the ethical standards of animal care expected of all Cal-Maine Foods employees.  Further, we 
continue to work with our animal welfare team to prevent this from happening in the future. 

 
All of Cal-Maine Foods’ facilities are operated in full compliance with existing environmental, 

health and safety laws and regulations and permits.  As a fully-integrated shell egg producer, all shell 
egg facilities are subject to United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) regulations and are subject to various state and local health and agricultural 
agencies. 
 

Cal-Maine Foods, Inc. is primarily engaged in the production, grading, packing and sale of fresh 
shell eggs, including conventional, cage-free, organic and nutritionally-enhanced eggs. The Company, 
which is headquartered in Jackson, Mississippi, is the largest producer and distributor of fresh shell 
eggs in the United States and sells the majority of its shell eggs in states across the southwestern, 
southeastern, mid-western and mid-Atlantic regions of the United States. 
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